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Smriti Irani to chair meet for discussing new national
education policy

http://post.jagran.com/smriti-irani-to-chair-meet-for-discussing-new-national-education-policy-
1420469801

New Delhi: The broader contours of the proposed new national education policy is likely to be deliberated upon
at the state Education Ministers' meet on Tuesday along with the guidelines for the choice-based credit transfer
system.

The meeting, which would be chaired by HRD Minister Smriti Irani, is set to be the first such engagement of
the former with the state education ministers and will come before the much-awaited meet of the Central
Advisory Board of Education (CABE), the highest decision-making body on education in the country.

Irani is expected to discuss the broader contours for the initiation of the year-long process of drafting the
national education policy after involving stakeholders from every walk of life, ministry officials said. The
initiative is set to kick-off in this month itself.

The meeting will also discuss the skilling initiatives taken up by the government.

The underlying theme of the meeting would be deliberation over the adoption of the 'choice-based credit
transfer system', which is to be implemented from the coming academic session.

The system will enable students to opt for courses of their choice, learn at their own pace, undergo additional
courses and acquire more than the required credits and adopt an interdisciplinary approach to learning.

"Several states are yet to understand the programme and, therefore, the meeting will seek to address their issues
and concerns," officials said.

Adoption of the grading system will facilitate seamless mobility of students across the institutions of learning in
the country.

UGC has circulated the guidelines to vice chancellors of all universities with a suggestion for adopting it from
the coming academic session.

Science meet didn’t hear: 40 years ago, IISc debunked
flying claims

http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-others/science-meet-didnt-hear-40-years-ago-iisc-debunked-flying-
claims/

At the Indian Science Congress on Sunday, at a special session called “Vedic Science through Sanskrit’’, a
former pilot, Captain Anand J Bodas, claimed that aircraft technology existed in India thousands of years before
the Wright brothers’ first flight in 1903. To substantiate his claim that aeronautical engineering in India dates
back to Vedic times, Bodas referred to a book, Vyamanika Shastra, that claims to document ancient sage
Maharishi Bharadwaja’s musings on aviation technology.
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What was not mentioned, however, was that exactly 40 years ago, a group of five young Indian scientists from
the aeronautical engineering and mechnical engineering departments of the Indian Institute of Science in
Bangalore had debunked such claims after conducting a thorough study.

The group, led by H S Mukunda, a now retired professor of aerospace engineering from 11Sc, had found that
none of the technologies documented in the Vymanika Shashtra would allow an object to fly. They also found
that the Vyamanika Shastra was based on a figment of imagination of a man who lived in the 20th century, and
not the ancient sage Maharishi Bharadwaja.

In a paper titled “Critical Study of the Work Vyamanika Shastra’’, published in the journal Scientific Opinion in
1974, Mukunda, S M Deshpande, H R Nagendra, A Prabhu and S P Govindaraju said: “The planes described
are at the best poor concoctions rather than expressions of something real. None of the planes has properties or
capabilities of being flown; the geometries are unimaginably horrendous from the point of view of flying; and
the principles of propulsion make then resist rather than assist flying.”

Following futile attempts to establish the Vedic origins of the claims in the Vymanika Shastra , the scientists
found that the book was in fact “brought into existence sometime between 1900 and 1922 by Pandit Subbaraya
Shastry’’, an interpreter of Sanskrit shlokas whose work was documented by an aide before his death in 1944
as the Vyamanika Shastra.

The work, according to the paper by the I1Sc scientists, was discovered in 1951 by A M Joyser, the founder of
an International Academy of Sanskrit Research at Mysore, who published it.

While the science of aeronautics requires understanding of “aerodynamics, aeronautical structures, propulsive
devices, materials, and metallurgy’’, the Vyamanika Shashtra paid “little or no emphasis on aerodynamics’’,
said the IISc paper. “It is worth pointing out that that the history of aeronautics (western) in regard to production
of heavier- than-air craft is studded with initial failures, significantly traceable to a non-understanding of
aerodynamics,’’ it said.

“What we feel unfortunate... is that some people tend to eulogise and glorify whatever they can find about our
past, even without valid evidence. In the absence of any evidence, efforts will be made to produce part of the
evidence in favour of antiquity,’’ the scientists noted.

“Anybody who talks about these things has the responsibility to prove these things as well — at least on a small
scale,

Prof Mukunda told The Indian Express. “If you see the drawings presented with the Vedic papers, it is
grotesque. What is this nonsense? We went out of the way to find some substance for it at that time. We put in
enormous effort. We have not stated it in the paper, but we went to great extent to find the origin of that book,”’
he said.

“I don’t know where we are going by glorifying the past. It makes sense if the ancient knowledge is put to use,
not otherwise. In a way, | regret doing all that work to write the paper. Ultimately it seems to have no
meaning,”’ said Prof Mukunda. “Look, if my father was an outstanding man and I am ordinary, what can I do by
carrying on about what a great man my father was? What purpose is served by going on about that?”

- See more at: http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-others/science-meet-didnt-hear-40-years-ago-iisc-
debunked-flying-claims/2/#sthash.f54sAAC3.dpuf
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Former I1Sc director questions ranking system

"University rankings carried out with commercial interests”

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-nadu/former-iisc-director-questions-ranking-
system/article6756149.ece

P. Balaram, former director of Indian Institute of Science (IISc), Bengaluru, has questioned the universities’
ranking system and its understanding in the country.

“Many university rankings are carried by commercial interests. Press, politicians and educationists do not
understand how rankings are worked out and set off discussions without understanding the realities in which
institutions operate,” he said. He was here for the South Zone Vice-Chancellors’ Conference held at VIT
University. “Education now is worldwide business, with a great need to rank to enable students to choose
institutions,” he added.

He said that it was important to look at an institution’s research activities, papers published and widely cited is
important.

“We have forgotten what universities are. They are broad-based centres of learning and knowledge creation in
various disciplines,” Mr. Balaram said.

“To expand higher education, we need excellence, we need higher education to cover broad section of
population to increase gross enrolment ratio,” he added.

An ideal university should have best of teaching and great deal of teaching, best of research and great deal of
research. “Some universities do not have research, while some have mostly research and little teaching,” he
noted.

He said that Vice-Chancellors faced severe constraints in voicing the cry for reforms.

Academic thinking is missing in many academic discussions, he said, adding, “VCs’ are hampered by

Syndicates that have political appointees. There are political appointees in search committees for selecting VCs
in many States.”

[1Sc students write to Modi on fellowship hike

http://www.deccanherald.com/content/451852/iisc-students-write-modi-fellowship.html
Bengaluru, Jan 06, 2015, DHNS

Delivering the inaugural speech at the Indian Science Congress in Mumbai recently, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi spoke about freeing research scholars from the hassles of “government procedures” so as
to help them concentrate on science.

However, an open letter to the prime minister by students of the City-based Indian Institute of Science
(IISc), highlighting their struggle for a fellowship hike and suggesting a number of measures to improve
conditions for those who want to take up research in science as their career, shows that this aim of the prime
minister is still a long way away.

A hike of nearly 50 per cent was recently announced by the Department of Science and Technology (DST) and


http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-nadu/former-iisc-director-questions-ranking-system/article6756149.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-nadu/former-iisc-director-questions-ranking-system/article6756149.ece
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/451852/iisc-students-write-modi-fellowship.html

Page 14 of 16

the University Grants Commission (UGC) after a long and sustained struggle by research scholars all over the
country.

However, they were stumped when they realised that the hike would be implemented from October 2014
onwards (in case of DST) and December 2014 onwards (according to the UGC notification). Their demand for
implementing the hikes from April 2014 onwards, just like previous instances, has not been fulfilled.

“We are still struggling for a notification from many other departments and there is complete uncertainty about
all those fellowships. This has unfortunately forced us to explore the mysteries of government procedures

leaving behind our science,” reads the letter.

It goes on to say that research scholars all over the country are “highly disappointed by such an attitude of the
government, forcing them to contemplate a nationwide protest in the coming days.”

The letter makes suggestions on a number of points such as streamlining the system of having annual increment

in fellowship based on a formula and all the funding agencies to issue a notification soon after the DST, so that
research scholars “don’t have to explore the mysteries of government procedures every three to four years.”

Letter war heats up in IGNOU, IIT

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Delhi/letter-war-heats-up-in-ignou-and-iit/article6756959.ece

Days before the Bari Committee is expected to submit its report on_alleged irreqularities at the Indira Gandhi
National Open University (IGNOU), 28 senior faculty members of the varsity have written to President Pranab
Mukherjee saying that the inquiry against Vice Chancellor Mohammad Aslam is “a travesty of natural justice.”

The letter sent to Mr. Mukherjee last month in his capacity as Visitor to the varsity alleges that the Ministry of
Human Resources Development order for an inquiry led by Central University of Gujarat VC Syed Bari is
violative of the IGNOU Act of 1985. Prof. Aslam was asked to go on leave after the inquiry was instituted.

An inquiry was ordered against Prof. Aslam for putting on hold the Community College Scheme, which also
catered to the armed forces, and the Convergence Scheme. Currently IGNOU is in the process of clearing the
degrees of defence personnel affected by the decision. The signatories of the letter defended these decisions
taken by the Board of Management led by him.

It says, “IGNOU became only an instrument for issuing grade cards and certificates... This was done on the
basis of marks sent by the community college institutions; the university had no involvement in admissions;
conduct of courses and no control on conduct of the examinations.”

It adds that the Convergence Scheme led to the misuse of at least Rs. 25 crores from funds meant for State Open
Universities. These were distributed to private institutions without the Planning Commission’s approval.

“Private Trusts and organisations were allowed to identify franchisees/ Colleges of Engineering not recognised
by the All India Council for Technical Education to run B.Tech and M.Tech programmes in the name of
IGNOU...About 400 memoranda were signed with a large number of unheard of private
institutions/organizations. There were permitted to run all kinds of programmes at all levels without following
the due statutory processes in areas which IGNOU did not even have expertise,” wrote the professors including
physicist Vijayshri and SR Jha, Sociologist Debal Singharoy and Hindi Professor JM Parakh.
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They have demanded the MHRD revive the Goverdhan Mehta Committee into the functioning of IGNOU from
2006 to 2011. It was during this period when VN Rajasekharan Pillai was VVC that a massive expansion of
courses took place. He is currently under investigation by the Central Bureau of Investigation.

In a separate development, several professors of the Indian Institute of Technology-Delhi have in an open letter
in the Economic and Political Weekly expressed their resentment against the resignation of Director RK
Shevgaonkar last month.

“This disquiet is not, or should not be, limited to the faculty and staff of the IITs but involve all those to whom
the integrity and strengthening of our educational systems matter... We strongly feel that there is good reason to
believe that the director of 1IT Delhi had taken a principled and courageous stance and should be supported in
his attempt to resist the various kinds of undue pressure reported by all sections of the press,” they wrote.

Railway Ministry seeks to rope in officials with 1M, 11T
background to help for budget making

http://www.dnaindia.com/india/report-railway-ministry-seeks-to-rope-in-officials-with-iim-iit-background-to-
help-for-budget-making-2049672

For the first time, the government is inviting suggestions from the public for formulating Railway Budget 2015-
16. Railway minister Suresh Prabhu will present the second budget of the National Democratic Alliance (NDA)
government in February. Among the other new and unique initiatives taken by Prabhu is creation of a database
of the officials having II'T or IIM background.

Discussing the initiative taken by Prabhu, a source close to the development told dna, "The railway ministry has
sought suggestions from the general public on the upcoming budget. Also, the minister has called for a list of
officials who have degrees from the Indian Institute of Mass Communication and Indian Institute of
Technology. This list has been compiled and has been handed over to the minister.” Prabhu also desired to
know the area of educational specialisation of the officials having IIM, IIT background.

According to sources, this database is being made to deploy the internal resources on specific subjects such as
funding models, revenue sharing of infrastructure projects and model concession agreements so that the
dependence on outside consultancies could be reduced.

The suggestions to the railway ministry for the budget could be provided on the website of the ministry. The
suggestions could be made under 13 heads. These include computerisation, electrical, finance, foot over bridge,
freight, infrastructure, land, railway lines and crime prevention.

There is also an innovative ideas head under which suggestions could be given to the railway ministry. The
initiative was launched last week, but the sources did not disclose what suggestions have come till date. The
suggestions are being collected at a place and will be forwarded to the concerned departments for evaluating
whether it could be taken up for consideration in the budget.

Funding of the already announced railway projects, which will require Rs 4-6 lakh crore, is one of the key focus
area in the budget. Already, two committees are working on the fundraising aspect of Railways, and will come
out with reports soon.
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Gajbhiye to CBI: Question me at 11 T-K in presence of a doctor

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/City/Bhopal/Gajbhiye-to-CBI-Question-me-at-1IT-K-in-presence-of-a-
doctor/articleshow/45770979.cms

BHOPAL: Senior professor of lIT-Kanpur and former vice-chancellor of Dr Hari Singh Gour Central University, Sagar, N S
Gajbhiye evaded questioning by Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) again on Monday and instead shot off a letter to
the probe agency urging it to interrogate him within the campus of lIT-K, and that too in presence of a doctor.

He wrote that he was suffering from a severe cardiac problem and any pressure on his heart could prove 'fatal'. CBI had
given him an ultimatum to appear before CBI office by Monday. Now, the agency has decided to take him into custody.

During its third reminder, CBI had wrote a letter to the HRD ministry to withhold Gajbhiye's salary.
Gajbhiye had been evading interrogation by CBI on different grounds. During his previous letter, he had asked the
agency to email questions that it wants him to answer in connection with alleged recruitment scam that took place

during his tenure as vice-chancellor of Dr Hari Singh Gour University.

Gajbhiye had been trying to convince the agency he is suffering from coronary problems and it would be difficult for him
to visit Madhya Pradesh for 'interrogations' over and again.

CBI had pasted copies of summons against Gajbhiye on IIT-Kanpur notice board and his residential premises after his
failure to turn up for interrogation in recruitment scam despite repeated reminders.

Gajbhiye was working as a professor in [IT-Kanpur before his appointment as first VC after it became central university in
2009.

His services were repatriated to lIT-Kanpur after completion of five-year term, though he wanted to continue. In his five-
year stint in Sagar, Gajbhiye who courted controversy has many complaints filed against him.


http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/City/Bhopal/Gajbhiye-to-CBI-Question-me-at-IIT-K-in-presence-of-a-doctor/articleshow/45770979.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/City/Bhopal/Gajbhiye-to-CBI-Question-me-at-IIT-K-in-presence-of-a-doctor/articleshow/45770979.cms

